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PURPOSE:

To ensure the proper transportation of contaminated instruments from the
collection area to the reprocessing area.

LEVEL:
Sterilization and Reprocessing Unit

DEFINITION OF TERMS:
Collector- collects contaminated surgical instruments from point-of-use and
transports to the decontamination area for cleaning and ensures that data sheets
are included for checking and monitoring of instruments.

Monitoring sheet- a tool of instruments included in a surgical set and additional
single instruments used in the surgery.

POLICY:
1. All instruments collected from a doctor/secretary shall be recorded to the
endorsement logbook for easy monitoring and make them sign when requesting
after sterilization.

2. Schedule of collection for Surgical Complex:
2.1. There is no specific time for collection of used instruments in the Surgical
Complex.
2.2.  Collection only happens when a call is received or SRU is notified by a
nurse or a scrub technician once the surgical procedure(s) is/are done.
2.3. If there is no notification received, the collector shall check the room where
used instruments are placed.
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. Contaminated instruments shall be contained during transport from the point of

use to the decontamination area.

3.1.  Contaminated instruments should be handled as little as possible at the
point of use and should be immediately contained and transported to the
decontamination area. Immediate containment and transport reduces the
risk of surgical personnel’s contact with the contaminated instruments.

3.2.  Containment should be achieved through the use of some type of container
that has been identified to prevent surgical personnel and other HCWs from
contact with the contaminated instruments and prevention of airborne
microorganisms during transport. The type of container to be used depends
on the items to be transported. Types of recommended containers include
closed carts, bins with lids, rigid sterilization container systems, and
impermeable bags that can be used alone or in combination.

. All SRU Technicians/ collector involved in the transport and reprocessing of

devices contaminated with high-risk tissue shall be familiar with the healthcare

facility policies and should be adequately trained.

4.1. SRU Technician/ Collector involved in the transport of instruments or
surfaces exposed to high-risk tissues should wear single-use PPE, including
gloves, mask, and eyewear, such as goggles.

. After sterilization, sterile items transported outside the immediate perioperative

areas must be in a closed cart or containment bin

. Sterile items should be protected from excessive handling during movement and

transport to minimize potential for sterile package contamination or compromise.

. Items should be transported to the storage location as soon as possible after

cooling or on a regular schedule.
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PURPOSE:

To safely carry contaminated instruments for decontamination and reprocessing.

SCOPE:

Applies to all Sterilization and Reprocessing Unit (SRU) staff of Dr. Pablo O. Torre

Memorial Hospital

PERSON RESPONSIBLE:

SRU Technician, Collector

PROCEDURE:

1.
2.
3.

Wear proper set of personal protective equipment (PPE) before the collection.
Ensure that the instruments are properly contained.

Take the contaminated instruments and monitoring sheet from the point-of-use to
the decontamination area.

Hand in the used instruments together with the monitoring sheet to the technician
assigned in the decontamination area.

Receive the instruments and monitoring sheet through the receiving window, or
through the door if the instrument to be received cannot fit.

After sterilization, items to be transported outside the immediate perioperative
areas must be placed in a closed cart or containment bin.

Sterile items should be protected from excessive handling during movement and
transport to minimize potential for sterile package contamination or compromise.
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1. Wears proper set of personal protective
equipment (PPE) before the collection

2. Ensures that the instruments are properly
contained SRU Technician/ Collector

3. Takes the contaminated instruments and
monitoring sheet from the point-of-use to the
decontamination area

4. Hands in the used instruments together with the
monitoring sheet to the technician assigned in the
decontamination area

5. Receives the instruments and monitoring sheet
through the receiving window, or through the
door if the instrument to be received cannot fit

SRU Technician
6. Places the packed sterile items for transport in a

closed cart or containment bin

7. Protects sterile items from excessive handling
during movement and transport to minimize
potential for sterile package contamination or
compromise
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r

Wears proper set of personal protective
equipment (PPE) before the collection

r

Ensures that the instruments are properly
contained

F
Takes the contaminated instruments and
monitoring sheet from the point-of-use to the
decontamination area

r
Hands in the used instruments together with

the monitoring sheet to the technidan assigned
in the decontamination area

L 4
Receives the instruments and monitoring sheet
through the receiving window, or through the
door if the instrument to be received cannot fit

}

Places the packed sterile items for transport in a
closed cart or containment bin

Protects sterile items from excessive handling

during movement and transport to minimize

potential for sterile package contamination or
compromise
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