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PURPOSE:

To ensure the safety of the patient, surgical team and medical institution through
safekeeping of specimens taken from the patient during surgery which may be used for
future legal proceeding.

SCOPE:

Surgical Complex, Medical Services Division

PERSON RESPONSIBLE:
Surgical Team, Medical Director

GENERAL GUIDELINES:

1. All specimen (bullets, shots, knives or other forms of weapons which may suggest
assault or criminality) which will be used for medico-legal proceedings should be
kept in the Surgical Suites.

2. Patient's Chart and Surgical Suites records should be kept at Medical Record
Section and labeled as possible medico-legal.

3. These materials will continue to be handled according to prescribed directives and
procedures of the hospital.
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PROCEDURE:

1. Circulating nurse labels the container and records in the Surgical Suites Medico-
legal logbook
1.1.  Patient's Name
1.2.  Date of Operation
1.3. Admission and Hospital Nos.

1.4. Name of Operation

1.5. Attending Surgeon

1.6.  Type or Description of Items

1.7.  Name and initial of Staff-in-Charge

2. Circulating nurse secures the specimen in the Medico-legal container.

3. Should there be need to retrieve a specimen, the requesting party secures a written
permission from the officer in charge of the case with the approval of the Medical
Director.

4. Upon release of the specimen, the receiver signifies complete name and signature
in the Medico-legal logbook.

REFERENCE:

1. Association of Surgical Technologists (2008). AST Standards of Practice for Handling
and Care of Surgical Specimens. From
https://www.ast.org/uploadedFiles/Main_Site/Content/About_Us/Standard_Handl
ing_Care_Surgical_Specimens.pdf
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KEY TASKS PERSON RESPONSIBLE
1. Labels the container and records in the Surgical
Suites Medico-legal Logbook. Secures the specimen Circulating Nurse

in the Medico-legal container

1. Secures written permission from the officer in

charge of the case.

2. Signifies complete name and signature in the

Surgical Suites Logbook

Recipient of the specimen

1. Gives the approval for release of specimen

Medical Director
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FLOWCHART:

< START >
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Labels the container and records in the
Surgical Suites Medico-Legal Logbook

Y

container

Secures the specimen in the Medico-Legal |

A 4

Should there be need to retrieve a specimen,
the requesting party secures a written
permission from the officer in charge

Y

Signifies complete name and signature in
the Medico-Legal logbook
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