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PURPOSE:
1. To measure the concentration of oxygen in the blood.
2. It is also used in the evaluation of various medical conditions that affect the
functions of the heart and lungs.
3. It determines monitor hypoxia and is used to facilitate early intervention

SCOPE:
Applies to all Respiratory Therapy Services staff of Dr. Pablo O. Torre Memorial
Hospital

PERSON RESPONSIBLE:
Respiratory Therapists, Nurses, Inhalation Therapist

GENERAL GUIDELINES:
1. The policy on two patient- identifiers shall be observed prior to any treatment or
procedure.
2. The skin integrity shall be evaluated regularly especially for prolonged patient use.
3. Determine if patient is pediatric or adult to ascertain what type of probe will be
used.

PROCEDURE:
1. The Respiratory Therapist checks the physician's order.
2. Before the sensor is attached to the patient, the Respiratory Therapist checks the
integrity of the sensor,oximetry cables and oximeter.
2.1. Makes sure the red light in the sensor is illuminated.
2.2. Makes sure the sensor indication is lit on the oximeter.
2.3. Removes fingernail polish or false fingernails as it may cause inaccurate
SpO2 readings.
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3. The Respiratory Therapist identifies the patient using the two (2) patient-
identifiers.

4. The Respiratory Therapist introduce self and explain the procedure to the patient.

5. The Respiratory Therapist attaches pulse oximeter to the patient.

6. When attaching sensors with tape, the Respiratory Therapist do not stretch the
tape or attach the tape too tightly. Tape applied too tightly may cause inaccurate
reading and blisters on the patient's skin (lack of skin respiration, not heat causes
the blisters).

7. When placing the sensor on the patient, the Respiratory Therapist allows the cable
to lay across the top of the hand and parallel to the arm of the patient.

8. The Respiratory Therapist cleans or disinfects reusable sensors before attaching to
a new patient.

9. The Respiratory Therapist cleans the sensor with a soft cloth moistened in water or
mild soap solution. To disinfect the sensor, the Respiratory Therapist wipes the
sensor with isopropyl alcohol.

10. The Respiratory Therapist encodes pulse oximeter charges and documents
procedure.

11. The procedure takes 5-10 minutes to complete.
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KEY TASKS PERSON RESPONSIBLE
1. Checks the physician's order.
2. Checks the integrity of the sensor,oximetry cables and

oximeter prior to the procedure.

3. Introduces self and explains the procedure to the
patient.

4. Attaches pulse oximeter to the patient.

5. Does the procedure.

6. Encodes pulse oximeter charges and documents
procedure.
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